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U.S. ANNOUNCES SENTENCI NG OF MAN | N LARGEST
| DENTI TY THEFT CASE I N NATION' S H STORY

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that PHI LIP CUVW NGS was
sentenced to 14 years in prison in Manhattan federal court today
for his role in a massive schene to steal the identities of up to
30, 000 peopl e. CUM NGS is the |lead defendant in the | argest
identity theft case known to U S. authorities.

CUMM NGS was sentenced after pleading guilty to one count
of conspiracy, one count of wire fraud and one count of fraud in
connection with identification docunents. As part of his sentence,
CUMM NGS was ordered to forfeit $1 million in proceeds of the
scheme. Cummings also will be ordered to pay restitution to the
victins of the schenme, with the amount of restitution to be set at
a later date.

According to the Indictnment, CUW NGS previously worked
as a hel p desk enpl oyee at Tel edata Communi cations, Inc. ("TC"),
a technol ogy conpany that provided its custonmers with conmputerized

access to the three commercial credit history bureaus — Equifax,



Experian and TransUnion credit bureaus. As a help desk enpl oyee,
CUW NGS had access to confidential passwords and subscri ber codes
pertaining to TCl customers who used TCl software to downl oad
consuner credit histories from the credit bureaus in connection
with their | egitimte busi ness needs. Together wi th co-conspirator
Li nus Bapti ste, CUMM NGS accessed the credit bureaus and downl oaded
nore than 30,000 consumer credit histories from about early 2000
t hrough about Oct ober 2002.

The Indictnent alleges that Baptiste then would supply
the stolen credit reports to a nunber of individuals, including co-
def endant Eni ete Ukpong who, in turn, would use the credit reports
to obtain, anong other things, credit cards in the names of the
various individuals listed in the reports. These individuals then
would use the credit cards to purchase nerchandise, such as
conput ers and el ectroni c equi pment, which they then would resell to
ot her co-conspirators, including co-defendant Ahnet U utas.

In advance of CUMM NGS s sentencing, nore than 300
victinms submtted victim inpact statenents to Judge DAN ELS. A
nunber were present in court for today’'s sentencing and one
addressed the court.

Def endants Ukpong and U utas also have pled guilty.
Ukpong i s schedul ed to be sentenced before Manhattan United States
District Judge GEORGE B. DANI ELS on January 18, 2005, at 9:45 a.m

U utas i s schedul ed to be sentenced before Judge DANI ELS on January



25, 2005, at 9:30 a.m Baptiste awaits sentencing.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United States Postal
| nspection Service. M. KELLEY also stated that the investigation
s continuing.

PH LIP CUWM NGS, 35, lives in Cartersville, Georgia.

Assistant United States Attorneys MARCUS A ASNER and
BRIAN R M CHAEL are in charge of the prosecution.
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